
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

It is hard to believe that one year has gone by since I wrote the last report. Once again I want to 

say Michele and I are humbled to be called by God to be part of the leadership team here at 

Agape. As part of the Pastoral team of BP Church, I appreciate Pastor Mark and Andrea’s 

leadership and sincere devotion to God as they pastor BP Church. I have grown over these past 

18 months to appreciate the colleagues I work with each day at BP Church and Agape Language 

Centre. 

Agape has been 

mandated to 

demonstrate God’s 

unconditional love to 

new Canadians 

through ESL instruction 

and acculturation 

training in an affirming 

and accepting 

atmosphere”. Agapé 

recognizes the daily 

struggles that many 

new Canadians 

experience and have taken some steps to overcome these barriers. Language ability is often cited 

as one of the most important aspects in immigrant settlement, affecting both social (including 

faith) and labour market integration. 

What a great team of teachers we have.  Although we experienced transitions among our 

teachers this year, as a ministry we are thankful for the great men and women that God has sent 

our way as English instructors to New Canadians. 

Esther one of our newest LINC Program Teachers writes: 

“Since coming to the school, just eight months ago, I have been able to show students the Internet for the 

first time, help them set up e-mail accounts, teach them job searching strategies and how to book medical 

appointments. Yet when I consider what I like most about working at Agape, other things come to mind.  

It’s the times when students have brought up questions of belief in class, when they have shared personal 

concerns, when they’ve come over to my home, when we’ve met at church and had real conversations 

about faith.   
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Agape is not merely a well-run school where we teach language and settlement skills.  It’s a 

place where God is known.  It’s a place where the Christmas story can be celebrated, where 

Easter draws all people to the cross, where Bibles are given to curious eyes, and where Jesus is 

shared and experienced”.   

In 2014 Agapé Language Centre ministered to an average of 195 students each semester. Each semester 

we are gifted with an average of 62 new students. What an honor to journey with each student as they 

begin their settlement in Canada.  It is our goal to remain focused on new and incoming students. This 

year 247 new students attended the programs provided by Agapé Language Centre.  

Agapé Language Center has partnered with Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) who have 

completely funded LINC education to our new neighbours since 2000. Agapé has also developed 

additional valuable partnerships which help new Canadians to understand the Canadian culture. Our 

partners help to interact with the students through specialized workshops. Some of our partnerships 

include, Calgary Police Services, Calgary Public Library, Calgary Immigrant Women’s Association (CIWA), 

Civic Engagement and Momentum. We also host the Community Resource Group (CRG) where agencies 

meet to share their programs and collaborate together. Along with the classes, Agapé also offers 

opportunity for students to interact with their community and BP Church through events such as the 

Agapé Christmas potluck, Easter Egg Hunt and the Celebration of Chinese New Year.  
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Agapé Language Centre provides opportunities for University students to complete their TESL practicum. 

We continue to partner with Cooperative ESL Ministries by providing these observation opportunities for 

their TESL (Teaching English as a Second Language) participants.  

I would like to thank those who serve on the board and volunteer their time on behalf of the ministry; 

Kevin Kajorinne, Board Chair, Lily Dechesne – Secretary, Dale Backstrom, Joanna Lau, Jonathan Durand, 

Karen Kajorinne, Diana  Ospina, and Phillip Abraham. These men and women have captured the heart of 

the ministry of Agapé. I want to acknowledge our admin team Jane Lowry and Jenn Halliday for their 

dedication to the ministry, Janet and Preston Medd for their commitment to the Sunday Night ESL Bible 

Study, Joanna Lau for leading Praise Dance, Julia and Joseph Chow for their leadership Saturday nights for 

the Mandarin Bible Study, and for Michele Woodburn and her team for leading Conversation Café. 

Jane who has worked at Agape over the past 17 years writes:  

“Agape has been a huge blessing to me over the past 17 years. It has been my joy and a huge 

blessing to watch the many friendships begin, and to then grow, amongst the students. Also to 

see that they feel welcome and safe here which helps them to be able to share their personal 

struggles and daily challenges with us.  To be able to share God's love and fruits with them is an 

absolute honor and privilege.” 
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To all the generous donors of Agapé Language Centre, we are grateful for your prayer partnership and 

your financial support, Thank you! Thank you BP Church for your continued support and the many 

volunteer hours. 

Michele and I are here to serve in the Lord, Pastor Mark, the pastoral team and this congregation. Please 

continue to pray as we continue to rely on the Holy Spirit in our personal and professional lives. 

Noral Woodburn 
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